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Welcome and Announcements        
Prelude                     Noah Davis 
Choir Introit                               Congregation 
Call to Worship-Responsive:                         Liturgist 

Liturgist:   How does a weary world practice love? 

All:   By sending cards, and picking up 
the phone. By practicing empathy, and 
assuming the best in others. By learning 
people’s stories, and finding common 
ground. By advocating for justice, and 
saving a place at the table. 

Liturgist:  There are a million ways to practice love. 
So tonight, we light the candle of love as a 
reminder and a charge. With God’s help, 
may we bring love into a weary world. Amen. 

* Opening Hymn  “Go Tell It On the Mountain” #136  GTG              Congregation 

* Lighting of the Christ Candle 

Pastor: How does a weary world hold onto hope, 
practice peace, spread joy, or know love? 
How does a weary world combat cruelty? 
How does a weary world shine a light into 
our bleakest night? 

All:  We do all these things with God’s help. 
For tonight, a child is born in Bethlehem. 
Tonight, Christ draws near. Tonight, we light 
the Christ Candle. Tonight, we are not alone. 

Pastor: God is near. Love has drawn close. 
Rejoice! For God loves this weary world. 
Amen. 
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* Call to Confession                 Liturgist 
The holy child of Bethlehem came to cast out sin 
and to bring to us the gift of salvation. 
Let us open our hearts to receive 
what God seeks to give. 

* Prayer of Confession                   Congregation 

Holy God, you have come among us in Jesus Christ, 
hallowing our humanity and embodying love. 
We confess that we have turned 
from the path Jesus has marked, 
failing to claim all you intend for us, 
withholding love from our neighbors 
and ourselves. Forgive us. 
Be born anew in us, that our lives might reflect 
Christ’s radiant light. 

* Time of Silence for Personal Prayers of Confession 

*Assurance of Pardon                  Liturgist 

Peace on earth, mercy mild. 
God and sinners reconciled. 
This is good news! 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

*Responding to Grace:     “Gloria from Angels we Have Heard on High”           Congregation 

Time With Young Disciples                   Congregation 

Prayer for Illumination 

Almighty God, 
through your mighty acts 
we receive grace upon grace. 
From your fullness, 
feed us with your life-giving Word, 
that our lives, like bread, 
may feed a hungry world. Amen. 
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 First Scripture Reading:  Isaiah 9:2-7 

The people who walked in darkness 
   have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
   on them light has shined. 
You have multiplied the nation, 
   you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
   as with joy at the harvest, 
   as people exult when dividing plunder. 
For the yoke of their burden, 
   and the bar across their shoulders, 
   the rod of their oppressor, 
   you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
   and all the garments rolled in blood 
   shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
For a child has been born for us, 
   a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
   and he is named 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually, 
   and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
   He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
   from this time onwards and for evermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks Be to God. 

Choir Anthem:   “Were You There on That Christmas Night”   Choir 
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 Second Scripture Reading: Luke 2:1-20 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, 
the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’ 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So, 
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them. 

Sermon    “Christmas is Here”        Rev. Nathaniel Asperger 

Music Meditation:              Noah Davis 

* Sermon Hymn   “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” #119 GTG             Congregation 

Special Music                  Bethany Scovill 
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 Celebration of the Lord’s Supper       Pastor Nathaniel Asperger 
 Invitation to the Table 
 Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 

The Words of Blessing for the Bread and the Cup  

Call to Offering                           Rev. Nathaniel Asperger 

Prayer of Dedication                           Rev. Nathaniel Asperger 

* Doxology                                             Congregation 

* Closing Hymn     “Silent Night”  #122 GTG                        Congregation 

* Charge, Benediction                    Rev. Nathaniel Asperger 

* Congregational Postlude:   “Joy to the World”                      Noah Davis 
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GLORIA FROM ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
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