
 

1 | P a g e  
 

 
Welcome and Announcements              Liturgist, Kathy Loviska 
Prelude                     Noah Davis 
Choir Introit                               Congregation 
Call to Worship-Responsive:                         Liturgist 

Liturgist: Praise the Lord, all of creation! 

All:  God is exalted in heaven and earth. 

Liturgist: In sun and moon and shining stars, 

All:  God is exalted in heaven and earth. 

Liturgist: In sea creatures, land beasts, and flying birds, 

All:  God is exalted in heaven and earth. 

Liturgist: From young to old, from princes to peasants, 

All:  God is exalted in heaven and earth. 

Liturgist: Raise up your horns, lift up your voice, 

All:  for God is exalted in heaven and earth! Hallelujah! 

Opening Prayer: 

God of growth and maturation, 
we remember that in Jesus Christ 
you modeled what it means to be fully human. 
Thank you for the unwritten years of Jesus’ life— 
the growth that happened in private, 
the lessons learned in secret, 
the burgeoning favor and hidden treasure. 
Grant us your grace in this time of worship. 
Help us welcome and receive the gift of slow growth, 
that we might be formed in your likeness. Amen. 

* Opening Hymn  “Praise the Lord God’s Glories Show” #33  GTG             Congregation 
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* Call to Confession                 Liturgist 
In faith and in hope, 
we trust that God is merciful and just 
and receives our prayers with grace. 
In humility and with meekness, 
let us confess our sin together. 

* Prayer of Confession                   Congregation 

Holy God, 
though we are in awe of the dawn 
of your light in Jesus Christ, 
we remain self-centered 
and cling to the sin of the world. 
We celebrate the birth of our savior, 
yet we struggle in our commitment to follow him. 
We are called to pursue justice, 
love kindness, and walk humbly with you; 
yet we are content to seek our own comfort 
and conveniently ignore the cries 
of those in need. 
By the light of the Christ child, 
lead us on a path of goodness and righteousness, 
as we seek to love all of your bountiful creation. 

* Time of Silence for Personal Prayers of Confession 

*Assurance of Pardon                  Liturgist 

We are God’s beloved children, 
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. 
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. Amen. 

*Responding to Grace:     “Glory Be To the Father” #581 GTG            Congregation 

Time With Young Disciples                   Congregation 
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 Prayer for Illumination 

O God, through your mighty acts 
we receive grace upon grace. 
From your fullness, 
feed us with your life-giving Word, 
that our lives, like bread, 
may feed a hungry world. Amen. 

First Scripture Reading:  Isaiah 52:7-10 

How beautiful upon the mountains 
   are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, 
   who announces salvation, 
   who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’ 
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
   together they sing for joy; 
for in plain sight they see 
   the return of the Lord to Zion. 
Break forth together into singing, 
   you ruins of Jerusalem; 
for the Lord has comforted his people,  
  he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
The Lord has bared his holy arm 
   before the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
   the salvation of our God. 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks Be to God. 

Special Music:            Dan Groom 

Second Scripture Reading: Matthew 2:13-23 

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the 
child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search 
for the child, to destroy him.’ Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to 
Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’ 
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 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed 
all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that 
he had learned from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet 
Jeremiah: 

‘A voice was heard in Ramah, 
   wailing and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
   she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.’ 

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, ‘Get 
up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s 
life are dead.’ Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But 
when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go 
there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his 
home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, 
He will be called a Nazorean.’ 

Sermon    “Don’t Be a Stranger”       Rev. Nathaniel Asperger 

Music Meditation:              Noah Davis 

* Sermon Hymn   “For the Beauty of the Earth” #14 GTG              Congregation 

Joys and Concerns 

Call to Offering                           Rev. Nathaniel Asperger 

Prayer of Dedication                           Rev. Nathaniel Asperger 

* Doxology                                             Congregation 

* Closing Hymn     “When the Morning Stars Together”  #689 GTG           Congregation 
   Sung to the Tune of “Hymn of Promise” #250 GTG 

* Charge, Benediction                    Rev. Nathaniel Asperger 

* Congregational Postlude:   “Go Tell It On The Mountain”                     Noah Davis 
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GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN, OVER THE 
HILLS AND EVERYWHERE; GO TELL IT ON 
THE MOUNTAIN, THAT JESUS CHRIST IS 

BORN! 
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