COUNTRYSIDE TRINITY
CHURCH

August 2, 2026

Welcome and Announcements Liturgist
Prelude: Noah Davis
Call to Worship-Responsive: Liturgist
Leader: God is great and greatly to be praised;

All: There is no end to God’s greatness.

Opening Prayer: Congregation

Divine Ruler, you reign forever. We exalt you
above every struggle and distraction. Fill our
hearts with your desires and give us the
courage to pursue your kingdom on earth

as it is in heaven. We look to you, for the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Opening Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation’, #463 GTG Congregation

* Call to Confession Liturgist

When we call upon God, God answers.
Even when our steps stray from God'’s path,
even when our feet slip, God listens to us
and answers our prayers. Let us offer our
prayer of confession.

* Prayer of Confession Congregation

Generous God, you freely offer us all we need.

You offer us the bread of life, so we may

never be hungry again. You offer us living water,

so we will never thirst. But we scoff at your

gifts, wasting our money, time, and energy

on things that do not satisfy. Forgive us and

call to us again, reminding us of your gifts of new life
that are ours if we would only accept them.
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* Time of Silence for Personal Prayers of Confession

* Assurance of Pardon Liturgist

Incline your ear, listen:
God makes an everlasting covenant with us.
God forgives us, renews us, refreshes us,

and leads us onward. Thanks be to God!

*Responding to Grace: “Glory to God” #583 GTG Congregation
Time With Young Disciples Rev. Nathaniel Asperger
Prayer for Illumination Liturgist

Holy, Holy, Holy One,

guide us by the Spirit of truth

to hear the Word of life you speak,
and to give all glory, honor, and praise
to your threefold name;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

First Scripture Reading: Genesis 32:22-31

Jacob Wrestles at Peniel

The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and crossed
the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he
had. Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he did
not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he
wrestled with him. Then he said, ‘Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, ‘T will not let you
go, unless you bless me." So, he said to him, ‘What is your name?’ And he said, 'Jacob.’ Then the
man said, 'You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with
humans, and have prevailed.’ Then Jacob asked him, ‘Please tell me your name.” But he said, ‘Why is it
that you ask my name?’ And there he blessed him. So, Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, ‘For I have
seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.’ The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping
because of his hip. This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Reading: John 20:19-29

Jesus Appears to the Disciples

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace
be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when
they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send
you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’

Jesus and Thomas

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So, the
other disciples told him, "'We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, ‘Unless [ see the mark of the nails
in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 'Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, 'Put
your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but
believe." Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!' Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because
you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe." This is the
word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Sermon ‘Wrestling and Doubting” Rev. Nathaniel Asperger
Music Meditation Noah Davis
* Sermon Hymn “Let Us Break Bread Together”#525 GTG

Affirmation of Faith

The life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus Christ has set the pattern for the church’s
mission. His human life involves the church in the common life of all people. His service to men and
women commits the church to work for every form of human well-being. His suffering makes the
church sensitive to all human suffering so that it sees the face of Christ in the faces of persons in
every kind of need. His crucifixion discloses to the church God’s judgment on the inhumanity that
marks human relations, and the awful consequences of the church’s own complicity in injustice. In
the power of the risen Christ and the hope of his coming, the church sees the promise of God's
renewal of human life in society and of God’s victory over all wrong. The church follows this pattern
in the form of its life and in the method of its action. So to live and serve is to confess Christ as Lord.
Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.32-33
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Celebration of the Lord’s Supper Rev. Nathaniel Asperger

Invitation to the Table

Prayer of Great Thanksgiving

The Words of Blessing for the Bread and the Cup
The Lord's Prayer

Call to Offering Rev. Nathaniel Asperger
* Doxology Congregation
* Closing Hymn “To God Be The Glory’, 634 GTG Congregation
* Charge, Benediction Rev. Nathaniel Asperger
* Congregational Postlude I'm So Glad, Jesus Lifted Me” Noah Davis
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It seems odd now to think of singing this text to ADESTE FIDELES, but mainline churches did so well into
the 20th century because of a cultural bias against shape note music. The vigor of the present tune seems
especially right for the final line’s reference to Hebrews 13:5.

TEXT: “K” in John Rippons’s A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt. FOUNDATION
MUSIC: American folk melody; Funk’s Genuine Church Music, 1832, alt. 11.11.11.11
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SERVICE MUSIC

Glory to God 533

Gloria, gloria
Capo 3: (Bm) (Em) (A) (D)

Dm Gm C F (chords continue)
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Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo - ry in the high - est!

Glo - ri-a glo - ri-a, n ex-cel - sis De - ol
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Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, al-le-1lu-ia, al - le - lu - ia!

Glo - ri-a glo - 71i-a al - le - lu - 1a, al - le - lu - ia!

*May be sung as a canon.

TEXT: Trad. liturgical text GLORIA (Taizé)
MUSIC: Jacques Berthier, 1979
Music @ 1979, 1981 Les Presses de Taizé (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.)

Allrightsreserved. Reprinted

under One License #736146-A
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LORD’S SUPPER

Let Us Break Bread Together 525
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This African American spiritual quite possibly reflects the circumstances of slaves attending early morning
communion services in colonial Anglican churches, but its combination of hope (“rising sun”) and
supplication (“Lord, have mercy”) speaks to many worshipers’ experience.

LET US BREAK BREAD
10.10 with refrain

TEXT: African American spiritual
MUSIC: African American spiritual; arr. Melva Wilson Costen, 1988
Music Arr. © 1990 Melva Wilson Costen
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ADORATION
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This American gospel song became popular in England in the late 19th century, then returned to this country
in the mid-20th century with the Billy Graham crusades. Its continuing popularity may well be due to the
freedom from subjective considerations in its praise of God.

TEXT: Fanny Jane Crosby, 1875
MUSIC: William Howard Doane, 1875

TO GOD BE THE GLORY
11.11.11.11 with refrain
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ADORATION

Refrain
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ADORATION

Our God Is an Awesome God 616

Awesome God
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Our God is an awe-some God who reigns  from heav-en a-bove
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with wis - dom, power, and love; our God is an awe-some God!

This is a contemporary worship song that first gained recognition on Christian radio and later became a
popular congregational song. “Awesome” here is not a trivial expression but carries the meaning of "awe-
inspiring” and is based on Scripture (e.g. Daniel 9:4)

TEXT: Rich Mullins, 1988, alt. AWESOME GOD
MUSIC: Rich Mullins, 1988 Irregular
Text and Music © 1988 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing

All'rightsreserved. Reprinted
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