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Welcome and Announcements                        Liturgist 

Prelude:                     Noah Davis 

Call to Worship-Responsive:                         Liturgist 

Leader:   God is great and greatly to be praised;  

All:  There is no end to God’s greatness. 

Opening Prayer:                     Congregation 

Divine Ruler, you reign forever.   We exalt you 
above every struggle and distraction.  Fill our 
hearts with your desires and give us the 
courage to pursue your kingdom on earth 
as it is in heaven.  We look to you, for the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen.  

Opening Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation”, #463 GTG            Congregation 

* Call to Confession                 Liturgist 

When we call upon God, God answers. 
Even when our steps stray from God’s path, 
even when our feet slip, God listens to us 
and answers our prayers.  Let us offer our 
prayer of confession. 

* Prayer of Confession                   Congregation 

Generous God, you freely offer us all we need. 
You offer us the bread of life, so we may 
never be hungry again. You offer us living water, 
so we will never thirst. But we scoff at your  
gifts, wasting our money, time, and energy 
on things that do not satisfy. Forgive us and 
call to us again, reminding us of your gifts of new life 
that are ours if we would only accept them. 
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* Time of Silence for Personal Prayers of Confession 

* Assurance of Pardon                  Liturgist 

Incline your ear, listen: 
God makes an everlasting covenant with us. 
God forgives us, renews us, refreshes us,  

and leads us onward. Thanks be to God! 

*Responding to Grace:     “Glory to God” #583 GTG                        Congregation 

Time With Young Disciples             Rev. Nathaniel Asperger  

Prayer for Illumination                  Liturgist 

Holy, Holy, Holy One, 
guide us by the Spirit of truth 
to hear the Word of life you speak, 
and to give all glory, honor, and praise 
to your threefold name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

First Scripture Reading:  Genesis 32:22-31 

Jacob Wrestles at Peniel 

The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and crossed 
the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he 
had. Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When the man saw that he did 
not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he 
wrestled with him. Then he said, ‘Let me go, for the day is breaking.’ But Jacob said, ‘I will not let you 
go, unless you bless me.’ So, he said to him, ‘What is your name?’ And he said, ‘Jacob.’ Then the 
man said, ‘You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with 
humans, and have prevailed.’ Then Jacob asked him, ‘Please tell me your name.’ But he said, ‘Why is it 
that you ask my name?’ And there he blessed him. So, Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, ‘For I have 
seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.’ The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping 
because of his hip. This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Reading:   John 20:19-29 

Jesus Appears to the Disciples 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace 
be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when 
they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 

Jesus and Thomas 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So, the 
other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails 
in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put 
your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because 
you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’  This is the 
word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Sermon    “Wrestling and Doubting”                          Rev. Nathaniel Asperger 

Music Meditation              Noah Davis 

* Sermon Hymn   “Let Us Break Bread Together” #525 GTG 

Affirmation of Faith 
The life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus Christ has set the pattern for the church’s 
mission. His human life involves the church in the common life of all people. His service to men and 
women commits the church to work for every form of human well-being. His suffering makes the 
church sensitive to all human suffering so that it sees the face of Christ in the faces of persons in 
every kind of need. His crucifixion discloses to the church God’s judgment on the inhumanity that 
marks human relations, and the awful consequences of the church’s own complicity in injustice. In 
the power of the risen Christ and the hope of his coming, the church sees the promise of God’s 
renewal of human life in society and of God’s victory over all wrong. The church follows this pattern 
in the form of its life and in the method of its action. So to live and serve is to confess Christ as Lord. 
Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.32–33 
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Celebration of the Lord’s Supper           Rev. Nathaniel Asperger 

 Invitation to the Table 
 Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 

The Words of Blessing for the Bread and the Cup 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Call to Offering                   Rev. Nathaniel Asperger 

* Doxology                                             Congregation 

* Closing Hymn      “To God Be The Glory”, 634 GTG                       Congregation 

* Charge, Benediction                    Rev. Nathaniel Asperger 

* Congregational Postlude   “I’m So Glad, Jesus Lifted Me”                          Noah Davis 
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